THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

Bhrigu was a son of Varuna, the sea-god/ which
seems to point to his having arrived by sea. This
rishi is also said to have been father of the goddess
Sri, or Lakshmi,2 which probably refers to his
having introduced the worship of that deity. And
his son Chyavana, who married Arushi, a daughter
of Manu,3 compelled Indra to admit the Aswins, or
Dioscuri, to a share of the Soma, which means,
doubtless, that he introduced the worship of these
divinities. This priestly family, therefore, seems
to have contributed largely to the modifications
which were introduced into the Vedic religion.

The goddess Sri rose from the " deep," as did her
Grecian counterpart. She was one of the results
of the " Churning of the Ocean." The Aswins,
too, are described as " ocean-born," and they had
ships.* -It is most likely, therefore, that all these
deities were brought from beyond the sea; and
probably they came from the shores of the Persian
Gulf.

We have just seen that the sons of Bhrigu are
said to have been reciters of the Sama and Atharva
Vedas. In the Tandy a Brahmana of the Sama
Veda, are described sacrifices, called Vratyastoma,
for the consecration of those who had not, hitherto,

1  Colebroolc, ed, 1858, 45.

2 Vishnu Purana, I. x. 82.

3 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixvi.
* Ri^ Veda, I. xlvi. 124; I. Ixvi. 3.
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